
Sunday, September 3, 2023 
13th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 4  

  
  
  
Troparion: 
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection; they cast away 
the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles:  Death is overthrown!  Christ God is risen, granting the world great 
mercy. 
  
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are unable to give you worthy 
praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s childlessness was ended, your father’s tongue was freed, 
and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed to the world. 
  
Kontakion: 
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earthborn from their chains.  He has shattered 
the gates of hell, and as Master, He has risen on the third day! 
  
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cries of us 
sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith.  Hasten to hear our petition and to 
intercede for us, O Theotokos, For you always ever protect those who honor you! 
  
Prokeimenon in the 4th Tone: 
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works!  In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 
(Vs.)  Bless the Lord, O my soul!  O Lord my God, Thou art very great! 
  
Epistle: 
The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul  to  the Corinthians (1 Cor. 16:13-24) 
  
Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  Let all that you do be done in love.    Now, 
you know that the household of Steph'anas were the first converts in Acha'ia, and they have devoted themselves to the 
service of the saints;  I urge you to be subject to such men and to every fellow worker and laborer.  I rejoice at the 
coming of Steph'anas and Fortuna'tus and Acha'icus, because they have made up for your absence;  for they refreshed 
my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such men.    The churches of Asia send greetings. Aq'uila and Prisca, 
together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord.  All the brethren send greetings. Greet 
one another with a holy kiss.   I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.  If any one has no love for the Lord, let him 
be accursed. Our Lord, come!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.  My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.   
  
Alleluia Verses: 
Go forth and prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness,  righteousness and truth. 
(Vs.)  For You love righteousness and hate iniquity. 
  
Gospel: 
The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew. (Chapter 21:33-42) 
  
The Lord told this parable:  “There was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard, and put a hedge around it, and 
dug a wine vat in it, and built a tower; then he leased it to the vine-dressers, and went abroad.  But when the fruit 
season drew near, he sent his servants to the vine-dressers to receive his fruits.  And the vine-dressers seized his 
servants, and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.  Again he sent another party of servants more numerous 
than the first; and they did the same to these.  Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  But 
the vine-dressers, on seeing the son, said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and we shall have 
his inheritance.’  So they seized him, cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  When, therefore, the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-dressers?”  They said to Him, “He will utterly destroy those evil men, and 
will lease the vineyard to other vine-dressers, who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.”  Jesus said to them, 
“Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, has become the corner stone; by the Lord 
this has been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes’!”   
  

  
  

 


